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PORTFOLIO HOLDER DECISION PORTFOLIO: ENVIRONMENT 

2016-17 FEES & CHARGES – ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO 

1. ITEM FOR DECISION

As part of the annual review of budgets, decisions are required to agree any non-statutory
fees and charges for the forthcoming financial year.

2. POLICY FRAMEWORK

The decisions over fees and charges have to be within the constraints of the overall
financial framework and the medium term financial plan.  At the same time decision
making regarding these needs to reflect a ‘commercial’ environment where there is a
need to react swiftly and proactively to changing conditions.  As a result power to agree
fees and charges or to make formal arrangements for the setting of fees and charges
within a Portfolio is delegated to the Portfolio Holder.

3. CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN

The Executive Head  of Operations has implemented consultation procedures as
appropriate for the various fees and charges applicable and the Portfolio Holder has been
involved in the process or been notified of the outcome.

The Portfolio Holder’s decision has due regard to any issues which have emerged from
the consultation.

4. OPERATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The Council is aware of the difficulties it is experiencing in obtaining suitable land for
future cemetery provision.  The Council has set up a member task and finish to look at
this issue and also the impact the Council’s charging policy will have on future cemetery
provision.

Detailed comparisons have been undertaken with a number of neighbouring authorities,
the results which were shared with the member task and finish group. This comparison
identified that the level of fees for certain activities within our cemeteries falls well below
what other Councils are charging.

The Council is also aware that the operational cost of the day to day running of the
council’s cemeteries costs the council tax payer £60,000 per annum, where as other
councils run their cemeteries to break even.
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The increase in charges which across the board will average out at 27% will lead to the 
Council breaking even on revenue expenditure for its cemeteries.  The basis of this 
decision is that those families who decide not to use cemeteries are not contributing to 
their ongoing maintenance.  

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Section 4 identifies that the councils cemeteries currently run at a deficit of £60,000 per
annum and these increase in cemeteries charges aim to close that gap to make the
cemeteries run at break even.

Any financial implications will have been or will be reported as part of the ongoing
Portfolio Plan and budgetary control.

6. ENVIRONMENTAL, CRIME & DISORDER AND EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
IMPLICATIONS

Land suitable for the provision of cemetery space is becoming more difficult to obtain and 
is attracting a premium in terms of land purchase. The Council needs to protect its current 
proposed Cemetery provision for those who currently or have previously resided in the 
New Forest District Council Boundaries.  

7. VIEWS OF THE ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL

This issue was considered by the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Panel at their
meeting on 14 January 2016 (minute 36 refers).  The Panel resolved “That the Portfolio
Holder be advised that this Panel supports, in principle, the proposed amendment to the
charging structure for the Council’s cemeteries; and also the proposal to reduce the term
of an exclusive right of burial to 30 years.

8. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DECLARED: None

9. RECOMMENDATION

That the fees and charges attached be agreed and adopted from the dates 
shown. 
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Portfolio Holder’s endorsement: I agree the recommendation 

SIGNED: 

Date:  __________________________ 

Date Notice of Decision given:    __________________________ 

Last Day for call-in: __________________________ 

For Further Information Please Contact: 
Colin Read  
Executive Head of Operations 
Tel (023) 8028 5588  
e-mail: colin.read@nfdc.gov.uk  

CLLR S V BEETON

26 February 2016

26 February 2016

4 March 2016

mailto:colin.read@nfdc.gov.uk
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